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The PTA is one of the most important
bodies in a school. This is because the close
relationships forged on a daily basis between
teacher and student need also extend to the
parent or guardian.

It is my experience of schools that the
parent body forms its own association fo
promote the welfare of the students and to
encourage a sense of community. However, this
arrangement of parents often excludes the
teaching siaff, the very people that have direct
contact with children each day of the school
year. It is encouraging fo see that at St. Paul's

College, the formation of a Parent Teacher Association bnngs
together the two groups that have the greatest impact on the

EREEERERXRE BB

EENEAENTALR
TOOREERRA - A+

leamning and social development of the children
in their care.

The PTA in our School provides a means

fo develop a close liaison between parents and

school staff. All parenis at St. Paul's College
have the opportunity to join the PTA and | would
ancourage everyone fo do so. By joining,
parents are promoting and supporting the
activities and progress of the School. They are
algo providing an invaluable service to new
parents by encouraging good relations between
parents. Schooling is a team effort and parents

must understand that their part in this team is just as
important as that of the students and the teachers.

The PTA runs a programme of exciting and worthwhile aclivities over the course of the year. Some of the aclivities are

social, others are educational. | would ask that you look at the PTA calendar of events and select those activities that are of
particular interest to you. The School will be looking for parent support during this 155th Anniversary year. If you would like fo
help with the organisation of an activity or simply give support, please convey your willingness to assist fo a member of the PTA
Committee.

| am often asked by parents 'how important is it for me to be involved in my child's education? The simple truth is that
when parents are involved their children do better in school. TR

Parental involvement in your child's education can mean:

Reading to your child

Checking homework every night

Limiting TV viewing and computer access on school nights
Discussing your child's progress with teachers

Ensuring your child has a proper diet and fitness regime
Participating in PTA activities

All children leam in different ways. They have their own individual personalities and their own listening and work habits. To
help their students leam new knowledge and skills, teachers must know as much as they can about each child’s likes and
dislikes. No one knows more about these things than you, the parent. And no one has more influence over your children than
you. That's why our teachers need your help fo do a first-class job. By working together, you and the teachers can help your
child be successful at school.

Pastoral Care should be at the heart of any school. We would all hope that our children have goad manners and work

hard at their studies. Parents and teachers need to educate the young so that they can understand that being a member of a

school community brings with it certain Rights and Responsibilities. The only

dlst:lpllncref of real significance, however, is that which the individual imposes upon him
or herself.

| am looking forward to my time at St. Paul's College and working closely with the
PTA in providing a safe and stimulating environment for each and every child.

Dr. John Kannard
Principal
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