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Dear Parents and Teachers,

It is my great honour to be the Chairman
of the Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) 2017-
2018. Welcome to our big family!

As the PTA Chairman of this prestigious
college, | would like to accomplish several
goals. It is my wish that in my term, the PTA
can continue to facilitate communication
between the school and parents, as well
as between parents. In addition, | hope the
activities organized for parents, teachers and
students can fulfil knowledge enrichment,
leisure and spiritual satisfaction.

As a parent, | believe that the school is
not just a place for my son to learn happily,
but also a place that equips him to lead a
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fruitful life in the future. Our encouragement,
support and active participation are the key to
success. Let’'s work together for the great and
the beautiful lives of our children.

“Sometimes if you want to see a change
for the better, you have to take things into your
own hands.” — Clint Eastwood.

Yours faithfully,

W

Alvin Lam

Chairman

Parent-Teacher Association
2017-2018
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Mery Monika Auwyang ( 1E Parent)

The annual Speech Day was successfully held on 8"
December 2017 in the evening in the hall of St. Paul’s
College. The hall was packed with honorable guests,
a dedicated principal and staff of the College, beaming
and proud parents who were about to witness another
milestone as their beloved sons have finally completed
their six years journey of their secondary school’s life.

It was an evening to remember as about 132 students
successfully graduated from the College and were ready
to pursue their dreams.

The evening was officiated by Mr. William Francis Ryan as
the MC, and the audience was asked to sing the College
hymn, followed by an opening prayer by Bishop Emeritus
Tsui Tsan Sang Louis and continued with the principal’s
report. In his report the principal, Mr. Dennis Yuen,
highlighted the developments and achievements of the
College and the students, amongst other things, including
continuing staff development for the teachers, university
offers for F.6 students, scholarships, prizes and awards in
many different fields received by the College’s students,
overseas student exchange programmes, PTA workshops,
talks and programmes for the students. Next, Honorary
Professor Mr. Tsang Yok Sing Jasper addressed to the
audience.

Then came the most anticipated part of the evening, the
presentation of certificates and prizes to students from F.1
to F.6. VP Mr. Wong Wai Hou announced the recipients of
many different scholarships and prizes in both academic
and non-academic fields. Following this, VP Mr. Yuen King
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Hang read out the names of the F.6 graduates and the
certificates were handed to them by Mrs. Tsang Ng Ka
Man. The new graduates and winners of the scholarships
and prizes proudly took a precious moment of a lifetime
to acknowledge their achievements by taking memorable
photos on the stage.

The Concert Band also showcased their talent by
performing “A Tameside Overture” composed by Philip
Sparke. Last but not the least, Bishop Emeritus Dr. Soo
Yee Po Thomas gave his blessings and the evening was
ended with the college song.

Once again, congratulations to our new graduates, we
wish you every success in your future undertakings.
Spread your wings as high as you can, give all your best
and dare to be all you can be. And don’t forget to share
your success story with your alma mater to inspire the
younger generations. &
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It was a perfect day for sports events on the 13"
February, 2018 with a cool breeze and warm sunshine.
The loud chanting and enthusiastic cheering from blocks
away led me to the Wan Chai Sports Ground. But that
was nothing compared to the heated shouting, deafening
screaming and occasional drumming sound as | was
entering the stadium to locate where the parents and
guests were seated.

Like father (mother) like son, the parents’ relay teams
were not to be outdone. The parents were all ready for

their races with their full gears on moments after they
arrived. We got 13 parents participating in the parent-

child relay and 2 teams of parents running 4 x 100m relay
against the teachers’ team. As always, sportsmanship
first and trophy is secondary to us, parents. Eventually,
the young teachers’ team took the honour for once
(again?!).

What touched me most was the final scene when athletes
of different houses were seated in circles, arms around
each other’s shoulders, singing the school anthem.
| am sure it will become a significant part of their fond
memories in St. Paul’'s College.
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We are the champions!

At the time of writing this newsletter, the most talked
about and exciting news in SPC is not the royal marriage,
but rather our Chinese debate team being crowned
champion in the grand final of the 33" Hong Kong Sing
Tao Debate Competition, the victory being the fruit of the
team’s labours after three years of toil and sweat. Led by
our alumnus-teacher Mr. Tse Shing Ngat, ably assisted
in coaching by a number of alumni, and supported by the
whole St. Paul's College and St. Paul's College Primary
School community, our students brilliantly delivered this
crowning achievement. We are proud to say that this
achievement is entirely made in and by the staff and
students and alumni of St. Paul’s College.

We thought 2017-2018 would be a quieter year after
our 165" anniversary celebrations, but it has turned out to
be just as eventful.

Parents who have been following the development
of the College will know that we are embarking on an
ambitious Campus Enhancement Project that will give SPC
students the best resources and facilities now and in the
future. It has been well over 50 years since SPC moved to
Bonham Road. Although there have been many changes
since then, our facilities have really not changed greatly
since the buildings were erected in the 1960s. It is time for
us to transition to a different mode of learning incorporating
smart technology for smart students. The first phase of
enlarging and upgrading all our classrooms has already
started and we envisage that the entire project, costing
approximately $400M, will be completed in four phases.
We hope the whole SPC community (students and alumni,
teachers both past and present, parents and friends of the
College) will partner with us and assist us financially to
make the project possible. We do not, as some schools do,
levy a building fee onto our school fees. We would prefer
not to do so. We rely on the generosity and public spirited
nature of our families and alumni to help us in time of need.
| am sure that together we can make a difference and
together we can create change.

2017-2018 is also significant in that we have entered
the third year of the school development cycle. Throughout
this year, we have been doing a lot of evaluation and

planning in preparation for a school development plan for

2018-2021. This process has now been finalised. This is

certainly an important document as it sets out the direction

that the College will take in the next three years. | hope

to take the opportunity of our first PTA Annual General

Meeting in the coming October to personally explain the

plan in detail to all parents. Meanwhile, let me give a quick

preview here of the targets that we set for ourselves for

2018-2021:

1.Equip teachers with a wider repertoire of teaching
strategies

2.Foster autonomy in learning

3.Develop a collaborative culture

4.Create an atmosphere of innovation

5.Incorporate the 5Cs (Collaboration, Communication,
Creativity, Critical thinking and Citizenship) into the
curriculum

6.Promote healthy living among students and teachers

7.Work towards a caring and compassionate SPC
community

As we say goodbye to 2017-2018, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank all the dedicated teachers
for another year of hard work, and to salute our parent
community for their unwavering support. We are all looking
forward to another exciting year ahead as we set new goals
and scale new heights!

U Ywe—

Yuen Dick Yan, Dennis
Principal
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