I DRAERREAS

FOUNDED 1851

Message from the PTA Chairman

Dear Parents, Guardians, Teachers and Students,

Greetings from the St. Paul’s College Parent Teacher
Association (PTA)! The PTA’s main objective is to create and
cultivate a strong community within our school that supports
parents, teachers and students. Parents involved in the PTA are
given opportunities to meet new people, engage in rewarding
activities and strengthen social bonding and networks. You are
all assets and important partners in ensuring the success of PTA.
I believe when parents are involved in the school, their children’s
motivation to learn and self-esteem would be raised. Parents can
assist us and help create a close community of families, making
St. Paul’s a wonderful place to learn.

This year is a special year for us as we all are celebrating
the 165th Anniversary of the School. Our PTA team is pleased to
have participated in the celebration events and organized various
activities shown below:

» Annual General Meeting on 15 October 2016
» Student Association Sponsored Walk on 5 November 2016

» Parent-Teacher 4 x 100m Relay and Parent-Child 2 x 100m
Relay at St. Paul’s College Sports Day on 22 November 2016

» 165th Anniversary Reunion Dinner on 11 December 2016

» Seminar on “See A Bigger World - Fostering A Positive Life
and World Perspective Among Children” by Mr. Chong Chan
Yau (MBE) on 17 December 2016

» Rope-climbing Day Camp on 21 January 2017
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» 165" Anniversary Carnival on 11 )
February 2017

» Family Outing to Sai Kung and Photo
Competition on 19 March 2017

» Parent-Child Voluntary Service Day-
Visit to Po Leung Kuk 1982 Board
of Directors Day Care Centre for the
Elderly on 8 April 2017 \ S

» Parent Workshop on “Handling Potential Crisis of Teenagers’
Growth” on 13 May 2017

» Joint School Parent Workshop with King’s College on 8 July 2017
» Publication of the PTA Newsletter (Volume 25)

As the PTA Chairman, I would like to thank the PTA
Standing Committee members for their dedication in bringing
much accomplishment to the PTA. I would also like to extend
my sincere gratitude to the school, teachers and parent volunteers
for their support and contribution.

Finally, I wish you and your family a happy and enjoyable
summer holiday!

Best regards,

Johnny Li
Chairman, PTA 2016-2017
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On 21st January 2017, over 50 parents and their children
turned up on a brisk and sunny morning to take part in a rope-
climbing challenge organized by the PTA at the Noah’s Ark in
Ma Wan. After an approximately 40-minute coach journey, we
arrived at the destination and were greeted by the instructors of
Anchor House, the training organization for this event. Dividing
participants into four groups at the activity venue, the instructors
held a quick ice-breaking session so that participants in each
group can get to know each other better. This was followed by
some stretching exercise using ropes to warm up under the cool
breeze.

Once we were all set, each group was allocated to a
respective rope-climbing zone with climbing challenges of
different levels of difficulty. The instructors patiently taught us to
put on the climbing helmet and the safety harness step-by-step.
Following his demonstration on climbing from one side of the two
wooden poles to another side, while maintaining balance using
the hanging slings or other available support such as hanging
timbers, each participant took turns to try out the rope climbing
exercise and completed the climb that was almost two floors
above ground.

The technique of carefully releasing the rope tied to the
climber so that he/she could climb up one side of the wooden
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Rope-climbing Day Camp  °
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Steve Lau (2F Parent)

pole and walk safely across the main

rope hung between two wooden

poles was most crucial and required

much concentration and coordination

among the team members in mid-air and

on the ground. When the climber came down after completing
the climb high above ground, other members of the group had
to tighten the rope strapped onto the climber’s waist gradually to
prevent him/her from falling abruptly and getting injured.

It was a fun day for everyone. The half-day event ended with
a hot and enjoyable lunch in a cosy canteen.
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Message from the Principal

2016-2017 has been a really busy year for St. Paul’s College
as we have gone all out for our 165th Anniversary celebrations. In
addition to the four major celebration events, namely the Exhibition
Day, the Concert, the Reunion Dinner and the Carnival, we
added the Sponsored Run, the Book Launch, the Heritage Project
(including the Heritage Trail and the History Gallery at Wong Ming
Him Hall) and the Thanksgiving Service, thanks to the support and
help of the alumni and parents. It is literally “all hands on deck”
and I hope you have felt the energy and enthusiasm that have gone
into organizing these events. After all, St. Paul’s College may be
old in years, but we are always young at heart, full of vitality and

creativity.

We celebrate not because we want to brag about how old we
are. We celebrate because we respect our past. We acknowledge that
past generations of teachers, students and Principals have left their
own footprints here and it is the work of these people that helps to
define who we are and what we are today. We look to our past with
pride and we cherish our 165 years of heritage. At the same time,

we look to our future with anticipation and excitement.

There are already changes in the pipeline. One that has just
been rolled out is the GCE IAL programme, which will commence
in 2017-2018. With greater flexibility in curriculum design, it is our
wish to make the programme one of a kind. There are also conscious
efforts to strengthen the ties with the Primary School so that there is
better curriculum articulation and more collaboration between staff
of both schools. For the first time, we have invited Primary School
students to join our 2017 Music Tour to perform in major cathedrals
in Ireland this summer. There are also opportunities for Sports

Teams to have training sessions together.
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On the drawing board is the campus redevelopment project
which we have currently engaged an architectural firm to design.
The project, with a substantial increase in floor area, will provide
more facilities for students and staff. Some of the ideas being
discussed at this stage include a larger and more welcoming
Bonham Road entrance above the present swimming pool, a
standard size indoor basketball court, a fitness room, an indoor
swimming pool, a recital hall, an orchestra practice room, a
band room, more communal space and enlarged classrooms for
collaborative and investigative learning. We also envisage an
enlarged library facing HKU and a cafeteria for students to enjoy
their meals. This should place St. Paul’s College at the forefront of

current designs for learning.

Despite all the changes, our core values have remained the
same. We are a Christian school and will continue to provide an
all-round education to our students so that they can find their
own niche. We celebrate diversity and we believe that everyone,
regardless of their socio-economic background, should have an
equal chance to receive a broad and encompassing education
in St. Paul’s College. We only want to give the best to our next
generations because they are our future and they are the future of
Hong Kong. For St. Paul’s College to continue its pathway to the
next 165 years, we need to invest for posterity now, and watch the

seeds of growth bear fruit in the future.

Yuen Dick Yan, Dennis
Principal
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